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PRESS RELEASE
Family Business Presents The Order of the Third Bird at PdT

“The Work of Art under Conditions of Intermittent Accessibility”:
An Installation and Performance-Practice

Saturday, March 8th - Sunday, March 23rd, 2014

Saturday 15: 1.30 - 2.00 pm, Salle 37: Lecture and Workshop, “The Rilek Scrolls and the Practice
of the Door.” New evidence strongly suggests that the Francophone Transylvanian philologist-
explorer Marton Bialek (1889-1966) was an associate of the Order of the Third Bird. Several
scholars with an interest in these matters will present a brief biography, and reveal Bialek’s fasci-
nating “Exercise of the Trochilus,” a formal protocol for sustained attention to a work of art. Some
guided collective experimentation will be encouraged. All are welcome, regardless of their knowl-
edge of Bird practices.

And please note: Visiting adepts of the Order of the Third Bird will, we believe, be engaging in
their ritual practices hourly - on the hour from 15:00 to 20:00, on Saturday 15 - within the
Order’s temporary sanctuary in Family Business house.

From March 8 to March 23, associates of the Order of the Third Bird will be engaging in peri-
odic “actions” within the Family Business House (at the entrance of the Palais de Tokyo) — acti-
vating the installation through practices of sustained attention.

Who is the Order of the Third Bird?

There remains some confusion about the history and practices of the body known as The Order
of the Third Bird, but evidence points to its having been for some time a loose network of cell-like
groups that engage in ritualized forms of sustained attention to works of art. The canons of se-
crecy around these activities—their structure and purposes—have traditionally been sufficiently
restrictive as to leave some doubt as to whether any individual professing knowledge of the
Order could in fact be genuinely associated therewith.

What are they going to do at the Palais?

To inaugurate its foray into “The Age of Practices,” Family Business has invited individuals thought
to be associated with the Order to share elements of their traditions and protocols. This has ap-
parently occasioned some division among the membership, but there is reason to hope that a
number of adepts will be appearing for this purpose in the weeks ahead. In an effort to encour-
age this encounter, Family Business has put at the disposal of the Order its semi-private space
inside the Palais wherein devotees of “Bird” practices may engage in their distinctive rites, and
make available such materials as are deemed suitable for transmission to curious persons.






