
 

 

T H E  P O E T I C S  O F  H I S T O R Y  
 
H IS/HOS 597 /  ENG 592  
D.  Graham Burne t t  
Je f f  Do l ven 
 
 
How i s  h i s t o r y  i n ven ted?  Wh ich  i s  t o  say  ( i n vok i ng  a  sub l a t ed  sense  o f  
“ i n ven t ” ) ,  how i s  t he  pas t  bo th  “made ”  and  “d i scove red ”?  Th i s  cou rse ,  co -
t augh t  by  a  h i s t o r i an  o f  sc i ence  and  a  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  e xp l o res  t he  
bo rde r l ands  be tween  t he  a rch i ve  and  t he  imag i na t i on .  We  w i l l  cons ide r  t he  
shape  o f  h i s t o r i ca l  know ledge  and  a l so  t he  t e x t u re  o f  h i s t o r i ca l  
e xpe r i ence—the  f ee l i ng  o f  and  f o r  t he  pas t .  Read i ngs  w i l l  canvass  r e l e van t  
bod i es  o f  ph i l o sophy ,  t heo r y ,  and  h i s t o r i og raphy ,  and  we  w i l l  r econno i t e r  
ad j acen t  gen res ,  i nc l ud i ng  t he  h i s t o r i ca l  nove l  and  poe t i c  im i t a t i on .  Week l y  
ass i gnmen ts  w i l l  e xpe r imen t  i n  t he  p rac t i ces  o f  h i s t o r i ca l  i n ven t i on .  
 
Cen t r a l  t o  t he  cou rse  w i l l  be  each  s t uden t ’ s  cho i ce  o f  a  h i s t o r i ca l  
punc tum :  a  pa r t i cu l a r  pas t  da te  t o  wh i ch  t o  r e t u rn  week l y ,  each  t ime  
endeavo r i ng  t o  i n ven t /con j u r e  t ha t  l o s t  momen t  unde r  t he  ausp i ces  o f  t he  
g i ven  r ead i ngs .  Those  i n ven t i ons  w i l l  t a ke  t he  f o rm ,  a t  t he  ou t se t ,  o f  p rose  
im i t a t i ons  o f  t he  i d i om o f  a  g i ven  h i s t o r i an ,  bu t  expe r imen t  i n  me thod  and  
med ium w i l l  be  encou raged  as  t he  semes te r  p roceeds .  ( I f  M i che l e t  made  
mov i es ,  wha t  wou ld  t hey  l ook  l i k e?  Adm i t t i ng  o f  seve ra l  coun te r f ac tua l s ,  
Wha t  ca r t oons  wou ld  Bo rges  have  d rawn  f o r  The  Masses? )   
 
Pe r i od i c  i n -c l ass  exe rc i ses  may  t es t  ou r  pedagog i ca l  r esou rces  f o r  t ime  
t r a ve l .  The  a im  i s  t o  e xp l o re ,  i nd i v i dua l l y  and  as  a  g roup ,  t he  w ides t  r ange  
o f  t echn iques  f o r  a rb i t r ag i ng  pas t  and  p resen t .  

___________  
 
 
W e e k  1 :  I n t r o d u c t i o n  –   
 

no  ass i gned  r ead i ng  
 

 
P A R T  I :  M E A N I N G  &  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

 
 
W e e k  2 :  H i s t o r y  a s  a  P r o b l e m  o f  P o e t i c s  
 

Hayden  Wh i t e ,  Metah i s t o r y ,  1 -80  
E than  K l e i nbe rg ,  Haun t i ng  H i s to r y ,  chap te r  1  
Jo rge  Lu i s  Bo rges ,  F i cc i ones  



 

 

W e e k  3 :  H e g e l  a s  C o m e d y  
 

Wh i t e ,  Metah i s t o r y ,  80 -134  
Hege l ,  I n t r oduc t i on  t o  t he  Ph i l o sophy  o f  H i s t o r y  (Hacke t t  

ed i t i on ) ,  3 -12 ,  “ The  Me thods  o f  H i s t o r y ”  
Hege l ,  Lec tu res  on  Aes the t i cs  (Ox fo rd  ed i t i on ) ,  75 -81 ,  

“Deve l opmen t  o f  t he  I dea l  i n t o  t he  Pa r t i cu l a r  Fo rms  
o f  t he  Beau t y  o f  A r t ”  

S tendha l ,  The  Cha r t e r house  o f  Pa rma ,  pa r t  one  
 
W e e k  4 :  R e a l i s m s ,  M i c h e l e t  t o  B u r k h a r d t   
 

Wh i t e ,  Metah i s t o r y ,  135-266  
Jacob  Bu r kha rd t ,  C i v i l i z a t i on  o f  t he  Rena i ssance  i n  I t a l y  

( Pengu i n  ed i t i on ) ,  35 -40 ,  “ The  Sma l l e r  
Despo t i sms , ”  and  344  to  353 ,  “Gene ra l  Sp i r i t  o f  
Doub t ”  

S tendha l ,  The  Cha r t e r house  o f  Pa rma ,  pa r t  two  
 
W e e k  5 :  H i s t o r y  a s  a  S c i e n c e  o f  E m a n c i p a t i o n   
 

Wh i t e ,  Metah i s t o r y ,  267-330  
Ma r x ,  Cap i t a l ,  vo l .  I ,  ( Pengu i n  ed i t i on ) ,  chap te r s  26  and  

27 ,  “ The  Sec re t  o f  P r im i t i v e  Accumu l a t i on , ”  and  
“Exp rop r i a t i on  o f  t he  Ag r i cu l t u r a l  Popu l a t i on  F rom 
the  Land ”  

John  Keene ,  Coun te rna r r a t i v es ,  1 -158  
 
W e e k  6 :  H i s t o r y  a s  T h o u g h t  I t s e l f  
 

Wh i t e ,  Metah i s t o r y ,  331-end  
N i e t z sche ,  On the  Advan tage  and  D i sadvan tage  o f  

H i s t o r y  f o r  L i f e  (Hacke t t  ed i t i on )  
John  Keene ,  Coun te rna r r a t i v es ,  161-304  

 
 
 

m i d t e r m  b r e a k  
 
 

( s t a r t  r ead i ng :  A l i  Sm i t h ,  How to  Be  Bo th ,   
beg i nn i ng  e i t he r  w i t h  “E ye ”  o r  “Came ra ” )  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
P A R T  I I :  E X P E R I E N C E  &  P R E S E N C E  

 
 
W e e k  7 :  G h o s t s ,  I l l u s i o n s ,  E f f e c t s  
 

A l i  Sm i t h ,  How to  Be  Bo th  ( f i n i sh  t he  book )  
D .  G raham Bu rne t t ,  “ Fac i ng  t he  Unknown , ”  Cab ine t  40 :  

(W in te r  2010/11 ) :  39 -46 .  
Geo rg  Lukacs ,  “Na r r a t e  o r  Desc r i be? ”  ( f r om Wr i t e r  and  

C r i t i c )  
Ro l and  Ba r t hes ,  “ The  Rea l i t y  E f f ec t ”  ( f r om The  Rus t l e  o f  

Language )  
F r ede r i c  Jameson ,  The  An t i nom ies  o f  Rea l i sm ,  chap te r s  1  

and  2  
 
W e e k  8 :  B o d i e s ,  O b j e c t s ,  F o r m s  
 

NB:  t h i s  week  we  w i l l  do  a  wa l k - t h rough  o f  t he  new exh ib i t i on  a t  t he  
P r i nce ton  A r t  Museum –  “Con f r on t i ng  Ch i l dhood ”   

 

Geo rge  Kub l e r ,  The  Shape  o f  T ime  
Je f f  Do l ven ,  Senses  o f  S t y l e  ( e xce rp t s )  
Rob i n  Cos te  Lew i s ,  Voyage  o f  t he  Sab l e  Venus ,  pa r t  two ,  

and  t he  “Ep i l ogue ”  
 
W e e k  9 :  A n a c h r o n i c s  a n d  E c h o e s  
 

A l e xande r  K l uge ,  H is to r y  and  Obs t i nacy ,  81 -118 .  
K l uge /R i ch te r ,  D ispa tches  f r om Momen ts  o f  Ca lm  
K l uge ,  The  Assau l t  o f  t he  P resen t  on  t he  Res t  o f  T ime  

( f i lm ;  e xce rp t s )  
E r i ca  Ba t t l e ,  Rache l  Rose :  W i l - o -W isp  ( ca t a l ogue  essay ;  

we  may  show seve ra l  e xce rp t s  o f  Rose ’ s  f i lms  as  
we l l ) .  

 
W e e k  1 0 :  A r c h i v e s ,  R e s i d u e ,  a n d  C o n t a m i n a t i o n  
 

Susan  Howe ,  S ingu l a r i t i e s  
Susan  Howe ,  Spon taneous  Pa r t i cu l a r s :  The  Te l epa thy  o f  

A rch i ves  
Ha l  Fos te r ,  “An  A rch i va l  Impu l se , ”  Octobe r  Vo l .  110  

(Au tumn ,  2004 ) :  3 -22  
Ca ro l yn  S teedman ,  “Some th i ng  She  Ca l l ed  a  Feve r :  

M iche l e t ,  De r r i da ,  and  Dus t , ”  The  Ame r i can  
H i s to r i ca l  Rev i ew  106 ,  vo l .  104  (2001 ) :  1159-
1180  

 



 

 

 
W e e k  1 1 :  M a s k s ,  M a s q u e s ,  D e a t h   
 

F r ank  Anke rsm i t ,  Sub l ime  H i s to r i ca l  E xpe r i ence ,  263-368  
W.G.  Seba ld ,  The  R i ngs  o f  Sa tu rn  
Joshua  Oppenhe ime r ,  The  Ac t  o f  K i l l i ng  ( f i lm )  

 
W e e k  1 2 :  P o e t i c s  o f  t h e  F u t u r e  ( H i s t o r y )  
 

Ca thy  Pa r k  Hong ,  Dance  Dance  Revo l u t i on  


