In one of the later (overripe) Bond films, 007 lets his
eyes open during a heady, wet-mouthed embrace—
only to discover that the sylph in his arms, too,

has her eyes open. And in them, as in a dark mirror,
he hil

5

e glimpses a ing form: an PP
him from behind. He wheels to defend himself.
This is an episode in the history of self-reflection.
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Louis Emile Javal (1839-1907) was a French optical physiologist who studied, among other things, the
movements of the eye in the course of reading. He developed a technique for examining the precise shape of
the cornea (the outermost surface of the eyeball) that involves treating the eye as a mirror. He became blind in
the course of his ophthalogical researches.



